
  
 
 

 

 
First Minister’s National Advisory Council on Women and Girls 
 
Story So Far…  

 
The First Minister’s National Advisory Council on Women and Girls (NACWG) was 

formed as a catalyst for change to address gender inequality, by providing an 
independent voice to the First Minister. Its purpose is to drive action to encourage 
systemic gender equality in Scotland and its vision is for Scotland to be recognised as 
a world leader for its comment and action towards realising an equal society, where 

all women and girls can reach their true potential.  
 
The NACWG has been featured in Programme for Government statements for years 
now, demonstrating the First Minister’s commitment to gender equality. Louise 

Macdonald OBE, was announced as the independent Chair in March 2017 - the 
NACWG’s inaugural meeting followed on 6 December and this is when the NACWG’s 
Circle first met.  

 

Key questions were asked of the Circle on that day, which helped the NACWG to 
develop their initial three year strategy. The focus was annual topics: 
 
 2018: Attitudes and Culture Change – in public life; in work; in learning systems…  

 2019: Policy Coherence – how is policy made and do policies work against each 

other…  
 2020: Creating an Intersectional Gender Architecture – the status of women in 

Scotland, structures and intersectionality.  
 
June 2018 saw the launch of the NACWG’s digital platform, #GenerationEqual, and 

this channel is where wider participation and exploration into issues that affect women 
and girls in Scotland takes place, via Spotlights. The NACWG refer to this as their 
Community.  

 

In January 2020, Dr Ima Jackson was appointed by the First Minister as Co-Chair of 
the NACWG with Louise Macdonald OBE.  
 
What Did We Do? 

 
Initial three year strategy 
 
2018 Report and Recommendations (report and Scottish Government response) 

2019 Report and Recommendations (report and SG response) 
2020 Report and Recommendations (report, awaiting SG response) 

 
NACWG in 2021 

 

The NACWG have now come to the end of their initial three year strategy and 
published their Next Steps Report in March 2021, which outlines their learning over 

the initial phase along with their suggested way forward for this work.  
 

https://onescotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/NACWG-Priorities-2018-21.pdf
https://onescotland.org/nacwg-news/2018-first-report-and-recommendations/
https://onescotland.org/nacwg-news/2019-report-and-recommendations/
https://onescotland.org/nacwg-news/2020-report-and-recommendations/
https://onescotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/590637_SCT0321216300-001_p1.pdf


  
 
 

 

We are now busy working on the next stage of this work and we will keep you 

updated on progress with regular updates.  

 
Social Media  

 

If you’d like to join our conversation on social media, please follow us @NACWGScot 
on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook, using hashtags #GenerationEqual and 
#NACWG  
 
Contact Us: ACWG@gov.scot 

 


